
CHOROPLETH

Cartography 

                   By
SYFUJJAMAN TARAFDER

NEP MC 2A



Choropleth
Choropleth is a cartographic technique, used for grouping of spatial units into 
classes. 

The distribution of the spatial groups on the base map represents the spatial 
variation and structure of distribution of the concerned variable. 

Choropleth is derived from two Greek words: ‘Choros’- Area; ‘Plethos’- Multitude. 

The classes are created quantitatively in such a manner that within class variation is 
minimum while between class variations are maximum. 



Characteristics 
1. Quantitative areal map
2. Any geographical data is converted into 

density or intensity values. 
3. Kind of thematic map
4. An outline map is used for colour or 

shading. 

Spatial units are shaded in such a way that 

deep colour shade represents higher classes 

and lighter shades represent lower classes. 

Depth of colour or density of the shade is 
directly proportional to the value of density or 
intensity. 

Principle 



Method of Construction 
Steps:

1. Calculation of average density 

2. Choice of classification method (scale of density)- Equal or Unequal 

3. Tabulation of spatial units into groups 

4. Colour tinting or shading. 

See Classification technique for 

more details 
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