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Concept and type: 

Central tendency refers to the measure that represents the center or middle of a data set. It helps in 

understanding the typical or average value in a distribution. The three main measures of central 

tendency are mean, median, and mode. 

Mean: The arithmetic average of a set of values, calculated by summing all values and dividing by the 

number of values. 

Median: The middle value when the data is arranged in ascending or descending order; it's not 

influenced by extreme values. 

Mode: The most frequent value or values in a dataset. 

Each of these measures provides valuable insights into the distribution of data, aiding in better analysis 

and interpretation. 

 

The mean is a fundamental statistical measure of central tendency that represents the average value of 

a dataset. It is also known as the arithmetic average. Calculating the mean involves summing up all the 

values in a dataset and dividing the sum by the total number of values. It is denoted by the symbol "μ" 

for a population mean and "x̄" for a sample mean. 

Mathematically, the formula for calculating the mean of a set of 'n' values (x1, x2, x3,..., xn) is: 

𝑀𝑒𝑎𝑛 =
𝑥1 + 𝑥2 + 𝑥3 +⋯𝑥𝑛

𝑛
 

Types of mean: 

1. Arithmetic Mean: 

Simple Arithmetic Mean: The most common form of mean, calculated by summing up all values in a 

dataset and dividing by the total number of values. 

Weighted Mean: Used when different values have varying importance or weights. It's calculated by 

multiplying each value by its respective weight, summing these products, and dividing by the sum of 

the weights. 

2. Geometric Mean: 

Applicable for Rates or Ratios: Utilized when dealing with values that represent rates of change or 

growth, such as investment returns, population growth rates, etc. It is calculated by taking the 'n'th root 

of the product of 'n' values. 

3. Harmonic Mean: 

Used for Averages of Rates: Particularly useful in contexts involving rates, averages of speeds, or 

average rates of activities. Calculated by dividing the number of observations by the sum of reciprocals 

of the observations. 

Characteristics of mean: 



1. Sensitive to Outliers: The mean is sensitive to extreme values or outliers in a dataset. Even one 

unusually high or low value can significantly impact the mean, pulling it towards that extreme value. 

2. Applicability: It is widely used in various fields such as mathematics, economics, science, and 

everyday life for its simplicity and ease of calculation. 

3. Sample Mean vs. Population Mean: When working with a subset of a larger group (a sample), the 

mean of that subset is called the sample mean. If considering the entire group (the population), it's 

referred to as the population mean. Generally, the sample mean is an estimate of the population mean. 

4. Continuous and Discrete Data: The mean can be computed for both continuous and discrete data. For 

continuous data, it represents the balance point of the distribution, while for discrete data, it may or may 

not correspond to an actual data point. 

5. Uses in Analysis: The mean serves as a useful descriptive statistic to summarize data and can provide 

a quick glimpse into the typical value of a dataset. However, it should be used cautiously, especially in 

distributions with significant skewness or when dealing with data that includes outliers. 

When interpreting data using the mean, it is essential to consider the nature of the dataset and its 

distribution. While the mean provides valuable information about the central value, combining it with 

other measures of central tendency like the median and mode can offer a more comprehensive 

understanding of the data's central characteristics. 

Certainly, the mean is a widely used measure of central tendency with its own set of strengths and 

weaknesses: 

Merits of Mean: 

1. Reflects Entire Dataset: It incorporates all values in a dataset, providing a comprehensive view of the 

distribution and taking into account every data point. 

2. Mathematical Simplicity: Calculation of the mean is straightforward and intuitive, making it easy to 

understand and compute. 

3. Balancing Effect: In a balanced dataset with no extreme values, the mean accurately represents the 

center of the distribution, giving a clear average value. 

Demerits of Mean: 

1. Sensitive to Outliers: The mean is highly sensitive to extreme values or outliers. Even a single outlier 

can significantly distort the mean, making it an unreliable measure in skewed or asymmetric 

distributions. 

2. Not Suitable for Skewed Data: In distributions where the data is not symmetrical or follows a skewed 

pattern, the mean may not be a good representation of the central value, as it can be heavily influenced 

by the tail of the distribution. 

3. Impact of Sample Size: In small sample sizes, the mean might not accurately represent the entire 

population, leading to potential sampling errors. 

4. Inapplicable to Categorical Data: The mean might not make sense or be applicable to categorical or 

nominal data where there is no intrinsic numerical meaning to the categories. 

5. Misleading in Presence of Variability: In datasets with high variability or wide dispersion of values, 

the mean might not adequately capture the spread or variability of the data. 

Median: 



Understanding these strengths and weaknesses helps in using the mean appropriately and knowing when 

to complement it with other measures of central tendency, such as the median or mode, to gain a more 

comprehensive understanding of the dataset. Choosing the appropriate measure depends on the nature 

of the data and the specific context of the analysis. 

The median is a statistical measure of central tendency that represents the middle value when a dataset 

is arranged in ascending or descending order. In other words, it's the value that separates the higher half 

from the lower half of a dataset. If the dataset has an odd number of values, the median is the middle 

number. If the dataset has an even number of values, the median is the average of the two middle 

numbers. 

 

Merits of Median: 

1. Resilience to Outliers: Unlike the mean, the median is not affected by extreme values or outliers. It 

accurately represents the center of the distribution without being skewed by extreme values. 

2. Appropriate for Skewed Distributions: In skewed or non-normally distributed datasets, the median 

provides a better representation of the central tendency compared to the mean, which can be influenced 

by the skewness. 

3. Useful in Ordinal Data: Particularly useful when dealing with ordinal data (data that has an inherent 

order but not necessarily equidistant intervals), where calculating a mean may not make sense. 

Demerits of Median: 

1. Less Sensitive to Variability: While the median provides information about the center of the 

distribution, it does not consider the actual values in the dataset. It ignores the magnitude of differences 

between values, which might be important in certain analyses. 

2. Limited Mathematical Manipulation: Manipulating data algebraically, especially in statistical 

formulas, might be more challenging when using the median compared to the mean. 

Uses of Median: 

1. Handling Skewed Data: It is particularly valuable when working with skewed distributions, as it 

accurately represents the center without being skewed by outliers. 

2. Income and Wealth Distribution: Median income or wealth is often used instead of mean income or 

wealth to better represent the typical earnings or assets of a population, especially when dealing with 

highly variable distributions. 

3. In Data Analysis: Alongside the mean, the median is used to describe the central tendency of a dataset, 

providing a more comprehensive understanding of the distribution. 

In summary, while the median has advantages in certain situations, such as when dealing with skewed 

data or ordinal variables, it also has limitations in terms of not considering the actual values and the 

ease of mathematical manipulation compared to the mean. Its selection depends on the nature of the 

dataset and the specific goals of the analysis. 

 

Mode: 

The mode in statistics refers to the value or values that appear most frequently in a dataset. Unlike the 

mean and median, which pinpoint the center or average of a dataset, the mode represents the most 

common or recurring value(s). 



Merits of Mode: 

1. Simple Identification: It's easy to identify the mode in a dataset by observing the value(s) that occur 

with the highest frequency. 

2. Applicable to Categorical Data: Particularly useful for categorical or nominal data where values are 

in categories or groups rather than numerical. 

3. Robust Measure: The mode can be effective in situations with outliers or extreme values since it's 

based on frequency rather than the actual values. 

Demerits of Mode: 

1. Uniqueness Issues: A dataset can have one mode (unimodal), two modes (bimodal), or more modes 

(multimodal), making it challenging to represent the central tendency uniquely in some cases. 

2. Less Precise for Continuous Data: For continuous data, the mode might not represent the data 

distribution well as it may not align with actual data points. 

Uses of Mode: 

1. Nominal Data Analysis: Particularly useful when dealing with categorical variables like colors, types 

of cars, or preferred brands, where identifying the most common category is important. 

2. Peak Identification in Distributions: Identifying modes helps in understanding the shape of a 

distribution, especially in histograms or frequency polygons, highlighting peaks and concentration areas 

within the dataset. 

3. Missing Data Imputation: In some cases, the mode is used to replace missing or incomplete values 

in a dataset, especially in categorical datasets. 

Example: 

Let's consider the ages of students in a class: 

Ages (in years): 10, 11, 10, 9, 12, 11, 10, 13 

Merits of Mode: 

Simple Identification: In this dataset, the mode is 10 years, occurring three times, which is the most 

frequent age among the students. 

Uses of Mode: 

1. Understanding Frequencies: The mode helps in understanding that 10 years old is the most common 

age among the students, providing a quick insight into the class's age distribution. 
2. Imputation: If there were missing age records, the mode could be used to estimate or replace these 

missing values. 

The mode, while not as widely used as the mean or median, serves its purpose well in identifying the 

most frequent values in categorical or discrete datasets and is particularly helpful in understanding 

distributions and frequencies within a dataset. 

 

 


