~ SEMESTER-II

Ster -' . 40 Marks

Examination Mode: Written Examination

Exam duration: 2 Hours

Question Pattern: Students shall answer Two questions carrying 10 marks
out of Four given questions; Four questions carrying 5 marks each out of
given Eight questions. Questions carrying 10 marks will have at least three
parts and questions carrying 5 marks will have at least two parts.

e Internal Assessment 10 Marks

Mode: Preparation of assignment.

Contemporary Environmental Issues
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Introduction to contemporary environmental issues: Defining environmental issues, historical
context, and evolution of environmental concerns.

Climate change and associated issues: Global warming, sea-level rise, glacial retreat, cloudburst
and flash flood, heat, and cold waves.

Natural hazards and disasters: Flood and droughts, tropical cyclone (Sundarbans- India);
Riverbank erosion (Lower Ganga); Soil erosion (Rarh Bengal); Landslide (Darjeeling
Himalaya).

Biodiversity and conservation issues: Threats to biodiversity (habitat loss, poaching of wildlife,
man-wildlife conflicts with special reference to West Bengal): Wetland biodiversity
(importance, threats, and management with special reference to West Bengal).

Pollution issues: Air pollution (industrial regions and mega cities of India), water pollution
(River Ganga), groundwater (arsenic and fluoride contamination in West Bengal), urban solid
waste (Indian mega cities).
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