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Concept Note  
Whither Bengal politics? Is the much-vaunted secular and progressive political lexicon in 

Bengal set for an identity based or right-wing take over? Is there any possibility of a progressive 

political resurgence in Bengal?  Does the incremental ‘rise’ of OBCs and Dalits in Bengal 

destabilize the entrenched upper caste/ Bhadralok hegemony? How can the Bengali Muslims 

reclaim their political agency? How to address the growingly saffronized North Bengal 

Question?  How can CAA and anti- CAA Movement impact Bengal politics? What role can 

COVID 19 play in Bengal Politics in the days to come? This Panel Discussion seeks to find 

answers to these questions.  It proposes to understand the contested terrain of Bengal politics 

through the dialectic of the local and the national, the secular and the religious, the centre and 

the periphery, the normative and the irruptive. Speakers will visit the past to understand the 

current socio-political transformations and will try to invoke the future through their analysis.  

 

Objective of the Seminar 
As already stated the objective of the seminar is to- 

1. Discuss the socio-cultural and political change in contemporary Bengal.  

2. Discuss the impact of COVID 19 and CAA and Anti-CAA Movement on Bengal politics. 

3. Discuss the contested terrain of Bengal politics through the dialectic of the local and 
the national, the secular and the religious, the centre and the periphery, the normative 
and the irruptive.  

 

Invited Speakers and Topic  
Sreya Sarkar, public policy professional based out of Boston, USA- “The Culture of Denial of 

Identity Politics in West Bengal: Past, Present and Future” 



 

Dr. Rajadipta Roy, Associate Professor, Maynaguri College, WB.- "No One Lives in a 

Landscape: The Global, the Geist & the ‘Green-screened North Bengal" 

 

Prof. Ranabir Samaddar, Distinguished Chair in Migration and Forced Migration Studies, 

Calcutta Research Group - "Bengal Tomorrow: Society, Culture and Politics" 

 

Dr. Debjani Sengupta, Associate Professor, Indraprastha College for Women, 

Delhi University - "Dandak Theke Marichjhapi: Rehabilitation and Representation of 1947 

Partition's Dalit Refugees" 

 

 

Outcome of the Seminar 
The seminar was a huge success as it achieved its stated objectives. The invited speakers made 

us acquainted with the changing socio-cultural landscape of Bengal. Bengal is no stranger to 

identity politics. And the Sreya Roy discussed the emerging identity politics in Bengal and its 

implications for Bengal. Dr. Rajadipta Roy discussed the division between the north and the 

south Bengal and made us once more aware of the need to bridge the gap. Dr. Debjani 

Sengupta highlighted the violence perpetrated on the Dalits in Bengal and Prof Ranabir 

Samaddar focused on the changing scenario of Bengal politics and its significance.  

 

Brochure,  Schedule and Snippets of of the Seminar 

  

 



  

 

  

 

 

Video record of the Seminar  

 

https://youtu.be/jbaJDUIUqL0  (Session –I) 

  

https://youtu.be/CgoP7Q49wU8  (session- II)  

 

https://youtu.be/jbaJDUIUqL0
https://youtu.be/CgoP7Q49wU8

