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TOPIC: A STUDY ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITION OF KAMANCHA 

VILLAGE UNDER UNNAT BHARAT ABHIYAN, MANGALBARI GRAM 

PANCHAYET, OLD MALDA BLOCK, MALDA, WEST BENGAL. 

 

CHAPTER-I: GENERAL INTRODUCTION OF THE STUDY AREA 

 

1.0: INTRODUCTION  

India is predominantly a rural country, with a significant portion of its population residing in 

villages. These rural groups form the backbone of the nation’s economy, culture, and social fabric. 

Nevertheless, despite several development initiatives and government schemes, many villages 

continue to face challenges related to poverty, education, healthcare, employment, and 

infrastructure. This study aims to explore and analyze the socio-economic status of villagers, 

focusing on critical aspects such as livelihood patterns, income levels, education, health services, 

housing, social structure, and access to govt. Schemes.  

By conducting this study in the village of Kamancha, Old Malda Block, Malda, West Bengal, the 

study aims to highlight the primary challenges and opportunities faced by this community and offer 

grounded recommendations for sustainable rural development. 

1.1: THE STUDY AREA 

For administrative purposes, Old Malda block has been divided into 06 Gram panchayats. Kamancha 

is one of the most backward villages in the Mangalbari Gram Panchayat. Study area (Kamancha) 

geographically it is extended from 880 14’ 00’’ East longitudes and 250 03’00’’ North latitudes. The 

total area of Kamancha village is 199.44 hectares or 1.99 sq. km. As per the 2011 census of India, 

Kamancha village had a total population of populations are 1,460, comprising approximately 740 

males and 720 females. A sex ratio of the village of 972 females per 1,000 males (Census of India, 

2011).   

The area is drained mainly by the River Mahananda, Kalindri. 
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1.2: CLIMATIC CONDITIONS 

1.2.1: Rainfall Characteristics 

Average annual precipitation in Malda is about 1,692 mm, or roughly 66.6 inches. Rainfall is 

strongly seasonal: July is the wettest month, averaging around 343 mm. December is the driest, with 

just about 6 mm (DSHB, 2020). 

1.2.2: Temperature 

The district experiences excessive heat in the summer season. The mean maximum temperature and 

minimum mean temperature are recorded in May and January, respectively. The relative humidity 

varies from 64.32 per cent to 98.31 per cent. The period from November to February is dry but cool 

(PAO, Malda, 2023). 

 

1.3: GEOLOGY AND SUB-SURFACE GEOLOGY OF THE STUDY 
 
The study area a part of older and recent alluvium. The crystalline basement connecting the 

Bihar and Assam plateaus probably passes through the region. The thickness of the sediments 

is comparatively shallower in the southern part of the Mangalbari Gram Panchayat. The 

sediment thickness northwards in the northern part of the block is covered with a broad pigment 

alluvial plain over overlying the older alluvial or Barind track. 

The Barind generally consists of well-oxidized, massive, reddish-brown clay formation 

weathering to a yellow surface and is commonly mixed with ferruginous and calcareous 

concretions. The barind formation is found in the middle part of, southern part Mangalbari gram 

panchayat of Old Malda Block (DCHB, 2011). 

Recent fluvial deposits cover the area located behind. The river flood plain has recent alluvium 

deposits, shifting channels, and floods are caused deposits of river-borne silt, sand, and clay in 

the low-lying areas. 
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Figure 1.1: Location Map of the Study Area (Kamancha). 

 

1.4: SOIL CONDITIONS 

The soil of this area is alluvium and mostly sandy to sandy loam texture, and porous. Malda district 

is bestowed with very fertile soil. The older alluvium is estimated to be of Pleistocene age. The 

texture of old alluvium varies from heavy clay to clay loam with poor internal drainage capacity, 

and the soils are either neutral or slightly acidic in reaction. The new alluvium soil varies from sandy 

to sandy loam in texture, with fair drainage capacity and slightly acidic to very acidic reaction. Soils 

of Malda district may be classified into different types; i. Old Alluvium ii. Alluvium and iii. New 

Alluvium (Census of India, 2011).  

In general, the study area is flat and sloping gently toward the south. Barind Tract geological 

formation of old alluvium covers the region and extends further south. With the highest elevation is 

only 30 metres, the district has no hills. 

1.5: NATURAL VEGETATION 

The natural vegetation of Malda includes tropical forests, riparian vegetation, mangroves in coastal 

areas, and grasslands in the plains. There’s a dominant presence of deciduous species and tropical 

3 

Kamancha Village. 



 

trees, especially Sal and Mahua. The total forest area of Malda is approximately 200 square 

kilometers or 20,000 hectares. Forest cover percentage is roughly 6–7 per cent of the district’s total 

geographical area (DFO, 2023, Malda Division). 

1.6: SCOPE AND PURPOSE OF THE STUDY  
 

The main purpose of the study area is to know about the characteristics and nature of the population 

and its demographic pattern, and also more especially the emphasis has been given to the role of the 

socio-economic conditions on the development of the population of Kamancha. In order to prepare 

this report, selected information like population, soil, relief, drainage, natural vegetation, transport, 

educational institute, transport and communication, drinking water, sanitation facility, folk culture, 

hospital and health centre, economic development implementation of people present and future 

perspective of literacy. 

 

1.7: AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
Socio-economic condition is the most important indicator of human development. Socio-economic 

status is intricately related to education, per capita income, status of living conditions, fertility, 

mortality, and life expectancy, which from the very basis for various socio-economic and cultural 

studies. The status of health has a direct bearing on the nutritional status, educational achievement, 

disease resistance, intelligence, productivity, and purposeful pursuit of definite development 

objectives. 

 

The present study has been undertaken to fulfil the following aims and objectives: 

i) To study the geographical background of the study area (Old Malda block). 

ii) To examine the level of the socio-economic condition of the village people. 

iii) To explain and explore the socio-economic facilities available to the population in general and 

in particular. 

iv) To identify the problems for the economic development of the people based on human 

development activities. 

v) To analyze the physical, social, cultural, and economic factors that determine the optimum 

utilization of various health care services. 
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1.8: DATA BASE AND METHODOLOGY 
 

In order to study above mentioned area, the methodology adopted is a rational one. Regular 

fieldwork has been done to generate primary data on the physical, human ecological, and socio-

economic aspects of human communities settled in the area. Empiric observations, oral interviews, 

and surveys with structured questionnaire schedules have been conducted, including ground truth 

verification. The case study method is also considered, followed by data processing and data 

interpretation. 

 

The present study is based on primary and secondary data. The stratified random sampling has been 

used for the study. A total of 161 households have been considered for the study. The secondary 

data is used for the study of the general profile of the village, and the primary data is used to know 

unknown facts of the village. All the data were converted into relative numbers such as percentages, 

to observe the overall situation of the villages. 

 

The base map and location map showing different geographical aspects are prepared as follows:  

i. The base map is prepared from the topographical sheet. 

ii. The study is based on data collection from primary as well as secondary sources. Primary 

data has been collected through household surveys, personal narrations based on the UNNAT 

BHARAT ABHIYAN format. Secondary data for the study pertains to the location, areal 

extent, and population, and is collected from the Director of Revenue and Statistics.  

iii. Data collected from the field is to be verified against the District Census Handbook, 

Malda District, 2011, and Office of the Bureau of Economics & Statistics, Malda. 

 iv. Problems related to the socio-economic situation faced by the people have also been 

considered. 

v. For assessing the Socio-economic, 161 households were randomly selected and sampled.  

 

     The study was carried out in Kamancha village. Using the purposive sampling method, 

the study area was selected. To carry out the study, a systematic methodology is adopted as 

follows: 

a) Sampling procedure: 

For the selection of beneficiary respondents, one stage is followed. 
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i. In the first stage purposive sampling method was adopted for the selection of the study 

area. 

ii. In the next stage, all data were gathered together and the study was carried out through 

step by steps. 

b) Sample size: 

A sample of 161 households was selected to fulfil the present study. 

c) Sampling frame: 

To do the present study, a proper sampling frame was adopted as follows. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                                 Figure 1.2: Flow chart of sampling frame 

d) Sources of Data: 

The data required for the analysis can be obtained from the census data of the District Statistical 

Handbook, Malda; Census of India; and District Census Handbook, Malda. This database provides 

information about the Old Malda Gram Panchayat. To verify the situation, the primary survey is 

also done. 

e) Quantitative Methods: 

Quantitative method refers to the systematic empirical investigation of social phenomena via 

statistical, mathematical, and numerical data or computational techniques. Both quantitative and 

qualitative data were analyzed in the backdrop of the project objectives. Quantitative data were  
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tabulated and statistically analyzed using basic statistical methods and different cartogram 

techniques. Qualitative data were interpreted based on the information collected. 

1.9: LIMITATIONS 

The following are the major limitations of the study: 

i. The study deals with an uncommon issue in society. The rural area of Mangalbari Gram Panchayat 

in Old Malda blocks which field is no previous literature that could provide any pioneer model. 

ii. The study is mainly based on the analysis of the secondary data sources. Every secondary data 

source is liable to bias on the part of the surveyor or the publishing authority. This inherent limitation 

of secondary data sources may not have affected the findings from the study. 

iii. Primary survey is conducted for only the verification of the influencing factors for the 

development of the census town. 

iv. During the primary survey, the respondents sometimes gave the wrong information, which we 

had to rely on. 
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CHAPTER- 2: DEMOGRAPHIC ASPECTS OF THE STUDY AREA 

 

2.0: INTRODUCTION 

People's socio-economic status is influenced and reflected by their demographic characteristics, such 

as age, gender, education, and so on. These are known as the demographic aspects of socio-economic 

condition. Policymakers frequently use these factors to assess population well-being, understand 

inequalities, and inform their decisions. 

 

2.1: DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE 

                             Table 2.1: Households at a glance 

Total Household 161 
Total Population 410 
Gender Ratio 952 Females per 1000 Males 
Average Members per Family 3 
Total Household 161 

Source: Based on Household Survey, 2025 

 

 

Figure 2.1: Village-wise Registered Household. 

     From table 1, out of the 161 sampled households total of population is 410 persons live in the 

study area. Sex ratio is an important demographic indicator, giving the proportion of females/1000 

males. Sex-ratio of people is 952 females per thousand males. In the study area, it is clear that the 

male population is more in comparison with the female population. 

 

2.2: GENDER WISE POPULATION ACROSS AGE GROUPS 

 

 

8 



 

          Table 2.2: Male and female ratio 

Name of Village Male Population Female Population Total Population 

Kamancha 210 200 410 

% share 51.21 48.79 100 
Source: Based on the household survey, 2025 

 
Table 2.2a: Age-Sex ratio of the study area 

Age 0-5 Years 6-18 Years 19-45 Years 46 and Above Total 

Male 3 27 126 54 210 

% Share 1.43 12.85 60.00 25.71 100 
Female 6 21 122 51 200 
Others 0 0 0 0 0 

% Share 3.00 10.50 61.00 25.50 100 
Source: Based on the household survey, 2025 

 

 
                            Figure 2.2: Age and Sex-wise distribution of population 
 

     From table 2 total of 51.21 per cent are males, 48.79 per cent are females in the study area. 

But age and sex-wise status of sampled households’ 1.43 per cent male population belongs to 

the 0-5 years of age group, whereas 3.00 per cent belong to the said group, 60.00 per cent are 

male in the age group of 19-45, while 61.00 per cent females are in this age group. It closes the 

male and female population.  
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2.3: POVERTY LINE ACROSS PREVAILING CASTE SECTION 

                               Table 2.3: Caste category-wise poverty status 

Caste Section BPL APL Total 
SC 51 13 64 
ST 55 9 64 
OBC 4 1 5 
General 13 15 28 
Total 123 38 161 

Source: Based on the household survey, 2025 
 

 

Figure 2.3: Poverty Line Across Prevailing Caste Section 

     It is revealed from the study it is clear that out of 161 households, 51 households belong to BPL 

and 13 households are APL, all are SC category. On the other hand, 55 households are BPL and 9 

households are APL who belong to ST category. Amazingly, most of the village households’ people 

are backward category. 

2.4: AADHAAR COVERAGE ACROSS PREVAILING CASTE SECTION 

                    Table 2.4: Caste-wise Aadhaar coverage 

Caste Section With Aadhaar Without Aadhaar Total 
SC 166 3 332 
ST 160 5 165 

OBC 10 0 10 
General 64 2 66 

Total 400 10 410 
Source: Based on the household survey, 2025 
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Figure 2.4: Aadhaar coverage of the villagers. 

     It is clear from Figure 4 that out of 161 households and 410 population, 166 people have Aadhaar 

coverage, and 3 people are without Aadhaar coverage in the category of SC. On the other hand, 160 

people and 5 people are covered, and without coverage, those who belong to the ST category, 

respectively. The rest of the 64 people and 2 people are with Aadhaar and without Aadhaar coverage, 

and they belong to the general category. 

2.5: BANK COVERAGE ACROSS PREVAILING CASTE SECTION 

              Table 2.5: Caste-wise bank passbook coverage   

Caste Category 
With Bank 
Account 

Without a Bank 
Account 

Total 

SC 159 10 169 
ST 149 16 165 

OBC 10 0 10 
General 64 2 66 

Total 382 28 410 
Source: Based on the household survey, 2025 
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                           Figure 2.5: Caste category-wise bank passbook status of villagers. 

 

     From the table and Figure 5, it is clear that out of the 410 population, in the scheduled caste 

(SC) category, 159 people have a bank passbook, and 3 people are without a bank passbook. 

But in the ST category, the picture is 149 people, and 16 people have a bank passbook, and 133 

people do not have a bank passbook. The rest of the 64 people and 2 people are with bank 

passbooks, and without bank passbooks, they belong to the general category. 

        2.6: GOVERNMENT SCHEMES COVERAGE 

                   Table 2.6: Different Schemes enjoyed by the villagers 

Sl. No. Name of the Schemes Beneficiary Households 
1 PM Ujjwala Yojana 31 
2 PM Awas Yojana 15 
3 Fasal Bima Yojana 4 
4 Krishi Sinchai Yojana 1 
5 Jan Aushadi Yojana 0 
6 Swachh Bharat Mission Toilet 2 
7 Soil Health Card 3 
8 Kisan Credit Card 4 

Source: Based on the household survey, 2025 
 

 

 

Figure 2.6: Government Schemes Coverage. 

     In the above table and figure 6, it is observed that the villagers are enjoying various types of 

government. Schemes. Out of the 161 households, 31 beneficiary households are enjoying PM 

Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY). PM Awas Yojana (PMAY) schemes benefited 15 households in the study 

area. The remaining 14 households are enjoying Fasal Bima Yojana (04), Krishi Sinchai Yojana  
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(01), Jan Aushadi Yojana (00), Swachh Bharat Mission Toilet (02), Soil Health Card (03), and Kisan 

Credit Card (04). 

2.6a: GOVERNMENT SCHEMES COVERAGE 

                    Table 2.6a: Different Schemes enjoyed by the villagers 

S. No. Name of the Schemes Beneficiary Individuals 
1 PM Jan Dhan Yojana 6 
2 Sukanya Samridhi Yojana 0 
3 Mudra Yojana 0 
4 Jivan Jyoti Bima Yojana 0 
5 Suraksha Bima Yojana 2 
6 Atal Pension Yojana 0 
7 Kaushal Vikas Yojana 0 
8 Ladli Lakshmi Yojana 0 

Source: Based on the household survey, 2025 

 

 

Figure 2.7: Government Schemes Coverage 

     In the study area of Kamancha village, the PM Jan Dhan Yojana is enjoyed by only 06 people, 

and the Suraksha Bima Yojana is enjoyed by only 02 people. This is very negligible. As discussed 

earlier, education awareness among the people is comparatively low in the study area. 
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         2.7: MIGRATION SCENARIO 

 

Figure 2.8: Migration scenario in the study area 

     It is observed from Figure 8 that backward classes of people are most interested in moving from 

the village to the nearest city due to the availability of work, and the rate of work is also high. So, 

they move easily. Out of the 324 people total of 128 people (SC and ST) have migrated to the city 

for different work. And 28 people out of the 66 people are moving as migrants to the city. As a 

result, their baby is also interested in the work in the city. So, they are less interested in education. 

     2.8: EDUCATION AT A GLANCE: 

 

Figure 2.9: Education at a glance in the study area 
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      In the study area, the most important indicators of population distribution and social development 

are levels of literacy and educational achievement. A high level of literacy is considered to be an 

important factor in the process of modernization. Education is an important variable affecting 

demographic behavior concerning marriage, fertility, mortality, migration, as well as participation 

in the labour force. In the study area, 17.62 per cent of males are literate, and 19.50 per cent of 

females are literate in the sampled households. 

 

 2.8.1: Education Level in the Study Village 

One of the vital indicators of social development is the level of educational attainment, which is 

considered to be an important factor in the process of modernization. 

 

 

Figure 2.10: Education level of the people 

     From Figure 10, it is clear that, among the population, the male population is only 37, and 39 

females are literate. Among the total male literate population, most have passed VIII standard (44); 

on the other hand, a total of 29 females have passed VIII standard. The rest of the male population, 

23 people, 10 people, and 03 people passed the standard X, XII standard, and graduate standard, 

respectively. On the other side, the rest of the female population, 12 people, 09 people, and 02 

people, standard X, XII standard, and graduate standard, respectively. There is a variation in 

educational level between the male and female populations. 
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Figure 2.11: Education level of male and female people 

 
2.8.2: School-Going Children and adult literacy across caste groups 

     Figure 12 focuses on the total number of school-going children, 56 people. BPL 49 children (24 

males, 25 females). APL 7 children (4 males, 3 females). The highest in ST-BPL is 23. The total 

number of adults is 12. BPL is 10 adults, with 7 males and 3 females. APL is 2 adults (2 males). But 

not going to school is 140. Out of them, BPL 106 people, with 62 males and 44 females, APL 34 

people (20 males, 14 females), and SC-BPL is 49 people, and ST-BPL is 45 people have the highest 

counts. 

   Table 2.7: Caste wise schooling of the study area 
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2.9: HEALTH CONDITION 
 

Table 2.8: Health condition of the study area 

 
 
     Health facilities are minimal. There are no primary health centers and civil hospitals in the 
village of Kamancha.   
 
2.10: DRINKING WATER FACILITIES 
 

 
Figure 2.12: Drinking water facilities of the study area 

     The most common source is other resources (42.2%), sources of drinking water. This category 

includes sources not specified in the table (could be rivers, bottled water, tanks, etc.), and this raises 

questions about water safety and quality. The second most common is community Taps, serving 

about 33.5% of the population, which indicates a significant dependence on public water systems. 

But hand pumps (6.5%) and piped water (9.5%) are the least used, which might reflect limited 

infrastructure or preference for other sources. 

2.11: WASTE COLLECTION FACILITY AND SANITATION 
 
From Figure 2.13, not a single household receives doorstep waste collection service, which reflects 

poor municipal services or governance. Only 0.6% (1 household) uses a common point for waste 

disposal. This means there's almost no centralized or shared waste management facility available in 

the village. 
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Figure 2.13: Waste collection facilities of the study area 

      A devastating majority (99.4%) have no waste collection system. This likely results in open 

dumping, burning, or unsafe disposal practices, leading to environmental and health hazards. This 

data reflects a critical gap in basic sanitation infrastructure, highlighting serious socio-economic 

challenges in the village. Improving waste management should be a priority for local governance, 

both to safeguard public health and to uplift the overall development level. 

2.12: DRAINAGE LINKED TO HOUSEHOLDS 
 

 
 

Figure 2.14: Drainage facilities of the study area 

     Only 2 households (1.2%) have covered drainage, indicating extremely limited access to hygienic 

wastewater disposal systems. Covered drains are critical for controlling mosquito breeding, odors, 

and waterborne diseases. Open Drainage is available for 11 households (6.8%). Though better than 

no system, open drains pose health hazards such as mosquito infestation and contamination. The 

majority of 91.9% (148 households) have no drainage system. This implies that wastewater likely 

accumulates in open areas, streets, or fields, creating unhygienic living conditions. 

18 



 

2.13: Compost Pit 
 

 
Figure 2.15: Compost pit status of the study area 

     From Figure 17, it is observed that not a single household has its compost pit. Indicates a lack of 

awareness or resources for sustainable waste disposal practices at the household level. Very limited 

group composting involves only 7 households that are involved in shared composting activities.  

Suggests minimal community-level efforts in organic waste management. The majority (95.7%) 

have No Composting Facility. A large portion of biodegradable waste likely goes unmanaged, 

possibly ending up in open dumping areas or being burned. 

2.14: HOUSEHOLDS WITH AND WITHOUT TOILETS ACROSS DIFFERENT PREVAILING 

CASTE SECTIONS IN THE VILLAGE 

 

 
 

Figure 2.16: Toilet facilities of the study area 

19 



 

     It is observed that in Figure 18, every household in each caste group has access to a toilet. This 

includes marginalized communities like SCs and STs, which often face infrastructural neglect. This 

is a remarkable achievement in rural sanitation, suggesting successful implementation of sanitation 

programs (like the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan in India). SC and ST groups each account for 64 

households, indicating a significant proportion of the population. The General and OBC categories 

have 28 and 5 households, respectively, showing a minority share. 

      From Figure 19, it is seen that open defecation is still prevalent, especially among STs (41) and 

GEN (13). This shows a disconnect between availability and actual usage of toilets.  SCs are doing 

better, with 42 using private toilets, but still 18 practice open defecation. Community toilet use is 

very low (8.00), seen only among SC and ST. There is a critical gap between infrastructure 

availability and actual usage, especially in ST and GEN groups. 

2.15: USE OF TOILETS ACROSS DIFFERENT PREVAILING CASTE SECTIONS IN THE 

VILLAGE 

 

 
Figure 2.17: Use of toilet facilities in the study area 

2.16: TYPES OF HOUSES AMONG THE HOUSEHOLDS 
 
     Proper shelter is a prerequisite for a healthy life because it enhances the performance of the 

residents in their domestic and economic conditions. In the study area, there are three types of 

houses: kuccha, semi-pucca, and pucca. A structure that has either the walls or the roof but not both, 

made of permanent materials (i.e., brick, cement, etc.) is called a semi-pucca structure (Sarkar,  ). A 

structure wholly made of concrete materials is called a pucca structure. 
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Figure 2.18: Types of houses in the study area 

     In the study area majority live in kutcha houses. Particularly high in GEN (22), OBC (03), and 

ST (34), indicating low-quality housing and poor construction. The village exhibits widespread 

inadequate housing, especially among OBC and GEN groups. Permanent, durable housing remains 

scarce, and homelessness, though minimal, exists. 
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CHAPTER-III: AGRICULTURE AND ALLIED IN THE STUDY AREA 

 

3.0: LAND AND AGRICULTURE RESOURCES 

Agricultural land is the largest land use in terms of the total geographical area, and at the worldwide 

level, it is the most important land use in terms of environmental influence. The agricultural land 

use refers to the primary use of a geographical area for different purposes and activities. Land use is 

the surface utilization of all developed and vacant land on a specific point at a given time and space 

(Siddiqui, et. al., 2013). The general land use in the study area can be classified into four groups- 

(i) Cultivable area  

(ii) Barren and Unculturable land  

     (iii)       Net Cropped Area  

(iii) Forest Land (PAO, Malda District).  

(iv)  

3.1. LAND USE PATTERN 
 

Table 3.1: Land use pattern in the study area, 2025 
 
Name of the 

Study Area 

Geograp-

hical area 

Net 

area 

sown 

Culti-

vable 

area 

Curre-

nt 

fallow* 

Fallow land and 

other than current 

fallow* 

Cultur-able 

waste land 

Others 

Kamancha, 

Mangalbari 

G.P. 

199.44 

Hectare 

189.00 

Hectare 

173.75 

Hectare 

03.00 

Hectare 

1.25 Hectare 1.15 Hectare 3.94 

Hectare 

Source: Based on the Households Survey, 2025 
 
3.1.2: Irrigated area and unirrigated area of the total cultivable area 
 

Table 3.2: Irrigated area and unirrigated area in the study area, 2025 
 

Irrigation Facility  Area (acres) Percentage (%) area 
Irrigated area  284.05 57.66 
Un-irrigated area  208.56 42.34 

 
Source: Based on the Households Survey, 2025 
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As per households, a record total of 284.05 acres agricultural land is irrigated. This is a positive 

indicator, indicating the availability and usage of irrigation facilities, such as canals, tube wells, or 

pumps. Ensures more reliable and productive farming, especially important in areas prone to 

irregular rainfall. For no unirrigated land, it suggests that farmers do not depend solely on rainfed 

agriculture. Reflects better water management or support infrastructure in this small agricultural 

zone. 

3.2: IRRIGATION FACILITIES IN THE STUDY AREA 
 
Irrigation is a fundamental part of agricultural operations, supplying water to plants during dry 

periods as needed (Todkari, 2012). In the study area, the sources of irrigation have adjusted 

themselves with their physiographical setting, depth of water table in pre- and post-monsoon 

periods. There are different types of modes of irrigation in the study area, like shallow tube well, 

river lift irrigation, open dug well, and other sources, and the canal irrigation system is used for 

irrigation. The irrigation situation is represented in the Table 3.2.1 and 3.2.2. 

3.2.1: Source-wise Irrigation Coverage among the households 
 

 
Figure 3.1: Irrigation systems in the study area 

 
3.2.2: Irrigation methods used among the households 

       From Figure 3.2, it is revealed that chemical fertilizers are used at 13.83 Kg/Acre. Chemical 

insecticides use 12.36 Kg/Acre, close to fertilizers. Chemical weedicide use is 5.6 Kg/Acre, 

significantly lower. And organic manure is used 6.21 Kg/Acre, slightly higher than weedicide but 

much lower than fertilizers/insecticides. 
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Figure 3.2: Irrigation methods in the study area 

 
3.3: USE OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS 
 
There are two types of fertilizers that are mainly used in the study area, namely-  

i. Chemical fertilizer and 

ii. Bio-fertilizer as well as organic fertilizers. 

The chemical fertilizer used is most important for increasing crop production per hectare.  

 

 
Figure 3.3: Use of Chemical fertilizers in the study area 

 
 

3.4: LIVESTOCK ASSETS 

3.4.1. Cattle population, productivity, shelter, and waste 
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Figure 3.4: Livestock in the study area 

 
 
3.4.2. Cattle-wise population among various 
 
      Table 3.3: Caste-wise cattle in the study area 
 

 

Source: Based on the Households Survey, 2025 
 

 

Figure 3.5: Caste-wise animals in the study area 
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3.5: LIVELIHOOD ECONOMICS  

Livelihood economics is the study of the financial activities, resource use, and existence policies 

that people engage in to preserve and recover their living situations, predominantly about their 

normal, social, and financial environments. 

3.5.1. Occupation Pattern 
 
                   Table 3.4: Occupation pattern at a glance 
 

Caste Section Male Female 
Farming on own Land 1 1 
Sharecropping /Farming Leased Land 18 9 
Animal Husbandry 1 0 
Pisci-culture/Poultry 0 0 
Fishing 0 0 
Skilled Wage Worker 14 1 
Unskilled Wage Worker 124 43 
Salaried Employment in Government 0 0 
Salaried Employment in Private Sector 2 0 
Weaving 0 0 
Other Artisan 0 0 
Other Trade & Business 4 0 
Students   
Housewife 0  
Others   
Other Trade & Business 4 0 

Source: Based on the Households Survey, 2025 
 

 

 
Figure 3.6: Occupation way in the study area 
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3.5.2. Average annual income per family across prevailing caste category 
 

Table 3.5: The average annual income of the villagers 
 

Caste Section Average Annual Income 
SC 35,494 
ST 32,250 
OBC 33,800 
GEN 38,179 

Source: Based on the Households Survey, 2025 

      The General (GEN) category has the highest average annual income at ₹38,179. The ST 

(Scheduled Tribes) have the lowest income, at ₹32,250, which is ₹5,929 less than the GEN category. 

There's a clear economic disparity, like; GEN earns 18 per cent more than ST. GEN earns 7.6 per 

cent more than SC. GEN earns 11.5per cent more than OBC. The data reflect income inequality 

among caste groups, which may stem from historical disadvantages, unequal access to education, 

land, credit, and employment. Despite policy efforts, marginalized groups like STs and SCs still face 

economic challenges. 
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CHAPTER-IV: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

 

4.0: Conclusion 

              The typical difficulties faced by rural residents in impoverished areas of West Bengal are reflected 

in the socioeconomic situation of Kamancha Village, which is under the Mangalbari Gram Panchayat in the 

Old Malda block of Malda district. The village's low literacy rates, particularly among women, a large 

percentage of residents from the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe communities, and its strong reliance 

on agriculture as the primary source of income are its defining characteristics. Access to secondary education, 

healthcare, and dependable road connectivity is still restricted, despite the existence of essential infrastructure 

like primary schooling, power, and water delivery. With few options for diversifying their sources of income, 

the vast majority of working people are involved in informal or marginal labor.  

 

        Notwithstanding these obstacles, the town exhibits development potential through focused 

initiatives. The socioeconomic standing of the villages might be considerably raised by increasing 

agricultural support services, encouraging skill-based training, guaranteeing greater access to 

healthcare, and improving literacy, particularly among women. Making good use of government 

programs like the Backward Regions Grant Fund (BRGF) can be essential to closing current gaps 

and guaranteeing sustainable and equitable development. 
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SAMPLE PHOTO GALLERY (PLATES) 

 

Plate 1: Our survey team at Kamancha Village on 10th July 2025. 

 

Plate 2: Our survey team at Kamancha Village on 11th July 2025. 

 

Plate 3: Our survey team at Kamancha Village on 15th July 2025. 
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Plate 4: At the time of household survey 

          

Plate 4a: At the time of household survey 

                

Plate 4b: At the time of household survey 
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