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ABSTRACT :

David Hernandez (born in 1971) is an American poet and novelist. Most recently, he was
awarded a 2011 National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship for Poetry. In a 1997 interview,
David Hernindez, Chicago-Rican poet and front man for the poetry-music group Street
Sounds/Sonidas de la Calle, analyzes the role of the community artist in the creation of cross-

cultural political and aesthetic coalitions.

Focusing specifically on the development of Chicago's Latino arts movement during the
1960s, he states:

Community arts is basically about the artists in the community who paint and reflect on their
community. The thing about community arts is that they should go beyond their
communities and tie up with other communities so it doesn't just become an ethnic thing, so
we don't say, "Oh Uptown. . . yes, their arts over there are Vietnamese." There are a lot of
different programs out there that are finally tying all these groups together. Chicago is very
poly-cultural, whatever that means. That should be recognized. Not separating but combining
all of these elements artistically, because it's the artists from every given community that, if
their consciousnesses are raised enough, they should be able to do that, to influence their

communities to see other communities.
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I INTRODUCTION :

1 a 1997 interview, David Hernéndez, Chicago-Rican poet and front man for the
poetry-music group Street Sounds/Sonidas de la Calle, analyzes the role of the

community artist in the creation of cross-cultural political and aesthetic coalitions.
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